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“Your Beatitudes,
Your Eminences,
Your Graces,

Dear Fathers,

We greet you all with the joyful gladness of the Nativity of our Lord Jesus
Christ.

Heaven and earth are united today, for Christ is born.

Today God has come upon the earth, and man gone up to heaven..
Therefore, let us also give glory and cry aloud to him:

Glory to God in the highest.

(Entreaty, Tone One, for the Nativity)

The unity of heaven and earth, and of God and humankind, which we celebrate
at this great feast, is of the outmost importance for us, for it is a
reminder to us of the unity and togetherness to which we are called in our
mission in the Holy Land. We who call the Holy Land our home, join our
prayers from Bethlehem, as we have given witness to the mystery of the
Incarnation of the Divine Logos.

The divine mystery of this season brings the Good News, and it is right, that
this Good News is associated with the New Year, when the hearts of everyone
turn to the future in hope. If the world looks to the future in hope, so much
more should we, who know the truth of our sacred history, be hopeful, for we
know the culmination of our sacred history in the Incarnation.

As it is written in the Revelation of Saint John:
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“I am the Alpha and the Omega”, says the Lord God,
Who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty” (Rev. 1:8).

Humanity truly experiences trials, pain, suffering, and death. But unto this
darkness, desperation, and hopelessness, the true Light has shone in our
world and in our hearts; the Light that has come to enlighten everyone. As we
read in the Gospel of Saint Luke:

“By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break upon us, to
give light to those who sit in darkness under the shadow of death, to guide
our feet into the way of peace” (Luke 1:78-79).

This is the joy of Christmas. This is the true Light that the New Year brings
to us all”.
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