TA EFKAINIA TOY IEPOY NAOY AIIOY IzAAK
TOY 2YPOY KAI TOY ArIoy reqQPrioy EIz
NTOXA TOY KATAP

Ad td €ykaivia tod iepod vaod tod Ayiov Toadk toD ZUpov, TOoD a@yilov
MeyaAoudptvpoc Mewpyiov tod Tponatrogdpov kai toD dyiov Makapiov Apyilemiokdémov
TepoooAVuwv €i¢ Ntdxav/Katdp fn A.0.M. o0 MNatAp AuEV kail Moatpidpxng TepoocoAVuwv
K.K. B€06Q1IAOC dvexdpnoev & TepocoAduwv TRV mpwiav TAC Néuntng, 8nc/21ng
deBpovapiov 2019, katevOLVOuevOC TMPOC TO depodpduiov ToD Ben Gurion eilg TeA-
AB{B kol ékeiBev péow Appdv thg Topdaviag mpdc Katdp, ovvodevduevog vTMO Tod
TeBaocuiwtdTov Apylemiokdémnov Kwvotavtivng k. Apilotdpyov, toD ZeBacUlwTATOL
Apxlemiokénov MNEAANG K. d1Aovuévovu, Tt0oD Apylupovdpitov EvBok{pov mvevpatikoDd
¢ 1epdc Aavpag 6ciov XdBBa tod Rylacpévov kai tod Apyxi1diakdédvou Mdapkov.

Eic Katdp 6 Makapiwtatog deiydn t6 dmdysvpa thAc MNéuntng 8ng/21lng d€Ppovapiov
2019. ’EvtadBa éyéveto dektdg MO TOoD XeBaouiwtdtov Apytlemiokdmov Kattdpwv K.
Makapiov, tdv iepéwv TAG Apxlemiokomiic Katdp, MpeoBuvtépov Anuntpiov kat
NpeoBuvtépov ITLAlavoD, TV ovvepyatv ThAc Tepdc Apxlemiokonic Katdp,
avtinpoownwy TA¢ KuBepvAocewg Katdp, ©¢ toD Yrmovpyod EEwtepikiv K.d&. Kot
aveywpnoe 614 16 Eevodboyxeiov TAC dirapoviic AVTOD wg €mionuoC MPOOKEKANUEVOG
toD Kpdtoug TtoD Katdp.

Té econépag THC AuEPAG TaOTNG EAaBe YWpav €i¢ TOV MO €yKalviaopév iepdv vadv
toD ayiov Toadk toD XVUpouv kai tod ayiov peyoAopdptvpog Mewpyiov 1 vMé THV
Npookémnwy kai tod &Bpdov mAnpwupato¢ ThHC EkkAnoiag émionuog vrodoyn Ttod
Makaplwtdtov, 6 mavnyvpikdg Eomepivog thv Eykaiviwv, yaAAovong TthAc €k
OecoaAovikng yopwdiag vméd TAV 61evBLVVo1V TOoD K. Twdvvou Xacavidov €AAnvicTi
kol Oné thAg xopwdiag tAg €voplag dpaBioti, A AmokdAvYlg TAC APLEPWTLKAG
KT1ToplKAG Emiypapiic €1¢ tAv mpdooylv tod Tepod Naod €AAnvicti kail dpoafroti,
Aeyovong O6ti: «0 BepéAioc Ai{Bo¢ tod Naod tovTOU £TOmMoBeTAOn VMO TOD
Makaplwtdtov NMatpidpyxov TepocoAVuwv k. Ogo@iAov TtV 16nv AmpiAiov 2010 &nt
Tfic Kupepvroewe tod Matpdc Epipn Zeixn Hamad Bin Khalifa Al- Thani kai &tt
gvekav1dodn v’ AvtoD Th 22pa deBpovapiov 2019 éni tod ktitopog
TeBaocuiwtdtov Apyilemiokdémnov Kattdpwv k. Makapiov kati &mi tAg KuBepvAocewg TAC
A.M. tobd Zeiyn Tamin Bin Hamad Al- Thani Epipnc tod Katdp», kai §
npooewvnol¢ 1ol Makaplwtdtov, mapovoiq tod ‘Yrnovpyod EEwtepikiv Tod Katdp kot
GAAWYV KuBepvntikidv Ekmpoownwv kai mAABovc Aaod, €xovong wg &meTat:

“Your Eminence Archbishop Makarios,
Your Eminences,

Your Graces,

Respected Local Officials,

Dear Fathers,
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Beloved Faithful,

Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

0 give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
His steadfast love endures forever!

This is the day that the Lord has made;
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

(Ps. 118:1,24)

It is an honour for us to be with you today, and we rejoice with great
gladness on the occasion of the consecration of the completed Church of Saint
Isaac the Syriac and Saint George here in Doha. We wish to express our
gratitude to you, Your Eminence, Archbishop Makarios, for the hard work and
dedication that you have invested in the building of this Church, and we wish
also to acknowledge and thank all those many people who have been benefactors
and who have worked themselves to make the dream of an Orthodox Church in
Doha a reality.

There have been many years in the construction, and we can at last give
thanks to Almighty God for the faith and steadfastness of so many who have
brought this project to a happy conclusion.

On this occasion, we must also observe that the State of Qatar boasts not
only exceptional economic progress and development, but also promotes a
diverse cultural life. Since 2008, Christians have been able to build
churches here on land contributed by the government, and there is an
important tradition here of interfaith dialogue. Over the years, many
important interfaith conferences and gatherings have been held here, and we
welcome to this occasion our friends from other religious traditions.

The presence of the Churches in the State of Qatar, which allows freedom of
worship within the frame of the civil law, is a testimony to the careful
government of the Qatari authorities as well as to the wise rule of the
present Emir, His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, and his father,
His Highness Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani, Father Emir of Qatar. Qatar
was the first Gulf State to make history by opening the door to non-Muslim
religions. We wish to take this opportunity to express our gratitude to them
for all that they have done to open the way for the building of this church.

The consecration of this church is significant for several important reasons.

First of all, this Church establishes the presence of the Orthodox Church in
Qatar on a secure footing. At last the faithful have a permanent Church for
worship and for the events of the community. The Rum Orthodox Church and the
Patriarchate of Jerusalem have deep roots in this region, and we were
witnesses to the emergence of Islamic faith and culture.

In addition to this historical truth, this Orthodox community in Doha is



representative of the oikomene — the inhabited world — for gathered here are
the people from all over the world. Qatar is well known for its international
flavor, and this Orthodox community also reflects this international life.
Here we see the living out of the vision of the Psalmist, who said;

The earth is the Lord’'s and all that is in it,
the world, and those who live in it.
(Psalm 24:1)

But perhaps most significantly the consecration of this Church that is
dedicated to St. Isaac and to Saint George is a testimony that challenges the
so-called “clash” of civilizations between Christianity and Islam. Where
Christianity and Islam are lived in their true fullness, they have co-existed
for centuries in respect and mutual understanding. Indeed, the dedication of
this church to Saint George is a sign of this, as both Christians and Muslims
share a deep veneration for Saint George.

The Arab peninsula as well as the Arab peoples of the Gulf, like all the
regions of the Middle East, share a civilization of common religious and
moral values, grounded in the respective Holy Books. These common fundamental
religious and moral values have shaped and formed a common human civilization
that understands the richness of our multi-ethnic, multi-religious landscape.

All these considerations make the consecration of this Church a historic
moment. And if we may be permitted a personal note, it gives us a deep
personal satisfaction to preside over this consecration, as we served here in
this community 20 years ago, and we came to love and respect the Emirate of
Qatar, its leaders, and its people.

On behalf of the Brotherhood of the Holy Sepulchre and the Holy Synod, we
take this opportunity to convey the blessings of the Holy Tomb to this
community, and to thank all those who have contributed to the building up of
this Orthodox community and the completion of this church. We take deep pride
in all that you have accomplished, dear Archbishop Makarios, on behalf of our
Brotherhood.

May God bless you and our congregation, which is under your spiritual and
pastoral care, and may God bless all the people of our beloved Qatar.

Thank you”.

TAv TeAeTAv AKoAovVBNOoE £0pTioG Tpdmnela, mapatefeioa UMd Tod ZEPAOUIWTATOU
Apytemiokdénov Kattdpwv K. Makapiov €ig tAv aiBovoav kdtwdl tod Tepod Naod.

EK TG ApXlypappateiag



