2YNANTHZIZ EIATIKOY AMNEZTAAMENOY
EYPONAIKHZ ENQIEQEX & AI’ EIPHNEYTIKHN
AIAAIKAZIAN M. ANATOAHZ & ENI KE®ANHZ
ANOZTONQN KPATQN MEAQN E.E. APXHIQN
TON TONIKQN EKKAHZIQN EIZ TO
NATPIAPXEION

TAv Méuntnv, 14™/27™ Maiov 2021, #AaBe xWpav £ic T6 Matplapyeiov OMé THY
alyida tAc A.0.M. T0oD Matpdg Aubv kol Matpirdpyov IepocoAVuwv K.K. Oeo@iAov
ovvdvtnoil¢ ToD K. Sven Koopmans, €id1koD AnectaApévov TtHi¢ Evpwnaikig
Eviioewg 61’ EipnvevtikAv Aradikaociav Méong AvatoAfg, MET' EKMPOOCWNWYV THV
Tomik®v EkkAnol®v thA¢ TepovoaAu, Kovotwdod thig Ayiag g, Aovenpavikic,
AyyAikavikfic kai Ai@iromikfg EkkAnoiag.

Eic tAv ovvdvinolv avTAvV 0 K. Sven Koopmans &E€@pace TAV MPoOEC1IYV TAC
Evpwnaikic Evowoewg va ovunapactadfi e1¢ 1d¢ EkkAnoiag kai €i¢ td mpoPAfuata
avtiv kKail €CAtnoe évnuépwolv ént tv Omapybéviwv TMPoBANuUdTwY Kai 64 peTd TAC
npoo@dtovg €xOponpagiag €i¢ TepovoaAnu, Malav kail AAAaC meEPLOXAC.

EVvxaplotv 60 Makopi@tatog dvéuvnoe TAvV ouvvepyoaoiav TV EKKANO1Rdv PETA TAC
Evpwnaikfic Evoewg kai 6 tAv émiokeyiv Apyny®v tiv MpeoBuyevilv EKKANC1@v €1¢
tAv EdpwnaikAv ‘Evwoilv, O0te kai f EvpwnaikAd "Evwoilg mpooépepe yopnyiav, d1d Tic
onmoiag 16 NMatprapxeiov TepocoAVuwv dvAyelpe IXOAAv €1¢ Mmiplét, mMPooBETWY
0t1 ouvveldntAon 1 onuacia tod Mpookvvnuatikod Kabeotwtog. Qoavdtwg O
Makaplwtatog £€06eoe 16 mMpoPAnua tHG mapd dkpaiwv pirloomacTiKDY oTolXE{wv
MAPAVOUOL  €VO1K1doewG TV Egvoboyeiwv €ig TtV MOANY Tod Aovid, kuvpiag kai
CwtikAg €1o6bov an’ aiwvwv TV Xprotiovdy €1¢ toOv Nadv TAC Avaotdoewg, WG Kot
Td mpoRAAMaTa, TA dnuiovpyovueva éni tod Adgov ThAc Ayiag Ziwwv. Eig TtoUl¢
Adyovc TtoUTOLC TOD Makaplwtdtov ouvvnydpnoav ol EKMPOoWNOl TRV PpaAyK1OKAVRV,
n. ®paykiokog Matdv, TV AyyAikaviv, ZeB. Eniokomo¢ Xovodu NoaoOu kol T@v
Aovenpaviv ef. Eniokomog Alap.

Angdong tfi¢ ouvvavtAocewg tavTng mpocfiAbov €i¢ 16 NMatprapxeiov 6 Emike@aAfg Tig
avtinpoowneioag thc Evpwnaikic Evwoewg €i¢ td TepoodAvpa kKol ol EmMiKEQAARG
TV €vtadBa AMOOTOADY Kpativ peEADV TAC Evpwnaiki¢ Evwoewg kol mapovoiq THv
WG Gvw EKmpooWnwv TWv EKkKAnoldv, €yévovto dektol UMd Tfic A.0. Makapidtntog,
61d tAg KATWO1 MpooPwvAcewc AvTOD:

Respected Delegates of the European Union in Jerusalem and Ramallah,

Your Beatitudes,

Your Eminences,

Your Graces,
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Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is our joy and privilege to welcome you to the Holy City of Jerusalem and
to the Patriarchate of Jerusalem. On behalf of our fellow Heads of the
Churches, please allow us to express our appreciation for your visit. You
come to us at a crucial moment in the life of the peoples of this region, and
we are heartened by your presence and commitment to our life and well-being.

The Christian community in the Holy Land has enjoyed deep historical
connections and rich relationships with the peoples of Europe for almost two
thousand years. In this place where the Church was revealed in all its
fulness, we are mindful of Europe’s role in the development of Christian
faith and culture. The centuries-long partnerships between leaders of Europe
and the Holy Land have enabled the mission of the Gospel to reach every
country and continent.

Equally for centuries pilgrims have come here to be refreshed at the Holy
Places, which are oases of spiritual renewal for all who visit them. When
restrictions have been lifted and travel is possible, we look forward to
welcoming many thousands of European visitors to Jerusalem once more.

As in every corner of the world, the last months have been extremely
challenging for us in the Holy Land. Because of the pandemic, our Churches
and Holy sites have suffered significant restrictions and prolonged closure.
We have been unable to share hospitality with pilgrims and tourists from
around the world and our own communities have suffered significant hardship
and deprivation. While covid-19 has radically diminished our economic
resources, we have continued to try to meet the great spiritual, physical,
educational, and financial needs of our local communities by God’s grace.

After this period of prolonged hardship, the conflicts of recent weeks in the
Holy Land have proven extremely difficult and devastating. The violent
outbreaks have served only to deepen the problems that the pandemic has
caused. For many in our communities, a crisis has become a catastrophe.

Over the last weeks, the never-ending news cycle has brought global attention
to our local suffering. Despite all this coverage, the true beginning of this
most recent conflict remains largely untold. These tragic events are the
direct result of years of the growth of extremist ideologies and attacks by a
growing number of radical groups which have gone unchecked and unpunished.
These radical groups are intent on driving out Christians, Muslims, and even
some of the Jewish groups, for the Holy City of Jerusalem, and other
communities of our region.

The attacks range from verbal abuse to physical attacks against clergy and
worshippers as we go about our daily business to the frequent desecration of
Church property and Holy Sites. Just in the last few days, we have seen the
vicious assault of two Armenian clergy right outside their monastery in the
Armenian Quarter and an intrusion into our School on Mount Sion by radicals.
Sadly, and worryingly, these kinds of incidents are no longer exceptions;
they are a regular part of our life. And it is intolerable.



As spiritual leaders, we have no desire to enter into politics, nor make
political statements. Our only concern is the safety and continuing
flourishing of the Christian community in Jerusalem and the Holy Land. As
Churches, we have stood strong and united in the face of ongoing violence and
vandalism. But the situation has changed significantly. We are simply dealing
with harassment and could manage this. But the stakes are now too high. For
we are face to face with radical groups which seek and are working
systematically for our eviction from the Holy City, whether by the threat to
seize Church properties, and especially Jaffa Gate — which is the entrance to
the Christian Quarter and the pilgrimage route to the Holy Sepulchre — or in
Sheikh Jarrah — where attempts to forcefully displace local citizens in
recent days erupted into the violence that we have seen on our TV screens.

The Christian presence in the Holy City and in the Holy Land is vital for the
well-being and integrity of this region. For centuries we have inhabited a
multi-cultural, multi-ethnic, multi-religious landscape that has given this
region its unique character as the land of the divine-human encounter. And
while all the three Abrahamic faiths have Holy Sites here, it is the
Christian Holy Sites that guarantee a truly universal welcome to all people
of goodwill without distinction. This unique character is now under serious
threat as never before.

The Churches and Christian communities of the Holy Land remain firmly
committed, even in the face of unprecedented opposition and attack, to act as
peacemakers and to carry out our spiritual mission. Furthermore, we will
continue to welcome to the Holy Sites all who come here on pilgrimage.

However, we cannot resist the growing challenge to our very existence from
radical groups alone. We need our partners in the international community,
and especially our traditional friends and allies in Europe to do this, and
through you, we call on the leaders of Europe to a robust defence of the
Christian presence in the Holy Land against those who would work to undo our
life here.

MAY God grant success to your mission. Through you, we seek to extend and
renew these European partnerships. We look forward to working together, with
the conviction that, with your support, we can continue to enable peoples of
all faiths to thrive together in our beloved Holy Land.

Thank you.

Eic¢ tAv mpoopwvnolv tadtnv dmAvinoav ol AlmAwpatikoi Ekmpdownotl AEyovTeG,
1t al EkkAnofat €ic tAv Ayiav v eivatr f &yyodnoic 61d tHv HlatApnolv Tod
Npookvvnuatikod Kabeotwto¢ TAG TepovoaAln wg Ayilag MOAewg TRV TPLRV
povoBeioTikdv Bpnokeldv kai f €yyodnolg 61d tAvV €ipnvikAv ovvimapgly THV
MotV TV EKKANO1OV a0Tdv, €v oeBacud mpdc T OpnoKEVLTIKA ceBdopaTo AVTAV,
ovuePWVWG TH Kpatodvtl Koabeothtl kol &€E€ppaoce TV H61dBectv avTiv vd BonbRcouvv
AvOPWMLOTIKNG TOUC MANYEVTAG TMPOooPdTtwG €ig Malav.

Ei61kwtepov amivinoev 6 EmikepaAfic thA¢ dvtimpoowneiag tfic Evpwnaikfic EVvRoEwWS
€l¢ TepoodAvua k. Sven Kihn von Burgsdorff kai €imev dt1 dndé vedtntog avtod
yvwpiCel 1é6 Opnokevtikdv VMOBaBpov GLAOVIKIDY €1¢ TAV Méonv AvatoAqv kot



61e0viic kail tév péAov, TévV O6moiov HVvavtal vd €xouvv ol BpnokeLTIKO{
napdyovtec €i¢ TAv katampdivolv kai tAV EniAvoilv avtdv.

Eni th evkaipig todtTn 6 MoKoplwtatog AmMéEveElUey €1¢ EKACTOV THV HETEXOVTWY €1¢
TAvV ouvvdvtnolv Td¢ TepoooAvuitikdg AvToD eVAoyiag kai td BiBA{ov Tod
nokapirotod Twdvvov TAAA “I am Jerusalem”.

Ek TG Apxlypappateiag



