H NMAPAMONH TQN XPIXTOYIFENNQN EIX TO
NMATPIAPXEION

TAv Aevtépav, 25nv AekepBpiov 2018 / 7nv Tavovapiov 2019, €wptdodbn VM6 T0d
Natplapyeiov N €opth THC KOTd odpka €k TAG MapBévou MevvAcewg toD Kupiov Audv
Inood Xpiotod €i¢ tév TéMOV, v O obitn ovvéPn, ftol TAV BnBAeép én{ Pwuaiov
avtokpdtopog Kaicoapog Oktafiavod AvyovoTOv.

A. Thv MNoapauovAv.

Katd tAv td&1v thc EKKAnoiag IepoooAluwv, f €opth fAp&ato and tAg Mapauovic,
Kupiakfc 24ng AekepBpiov 2018 / 6n¢ Tavovapiov 2019.

TAv 11:15 npd peonuPBpivAv @pav THG AUEpac avTAC, OLUEWVWG TPOC TO
KoBeoTWT1KOV mpdypauua, f Zuvodeia thv 0pB0dSEWV AyloTtapitiv MO TV A.0.M.
Tov Natépa AUV kail Matpldpyxnv I€pocoAVuwv K.k. O€d@iAov dvexwpnoev A&mdé TtoD
Motplapyxeiov mpdc TAV MOANY Tod Aavid kol ékeiBev mpdc TAY Tepdv MovAv Tob
NpoeAtov HAtoD. Metd pikpdv otdolv &vtabBa, f Matploapyikh Zvvodeia €EAABEV T
nponopevoel TopanAivwy imméwv kail 61d thg 61660v TtoD Tdgov TAG PayxAA
Katnuevven mpdéc TtV BnBAeéu.

d6doaca €i¢ tAV mAateilav ThA¢ MOAewg BnOAgén f A.0.M. petd tig Xvvodeiag AVTAC
gyéveto dekth) MO ToD Matplapyikod Emitpdmov BnOAcéu Zefaouiwtdtov
Apxlemiokénov Topdbdvov k. Oeo@uAdktov, UMO MAe1ddoC lepéwv €vdedupévwy Kot
und mnavdAuov Aaod, €v YoAuwdiq TV Tpomapiwv TAC €opti¢ TAG MEvvAocewg LMo ThV
iepoyaAtwv K. Kwvotavtivov ZmupdmovAov kai TtAg Yopwdiag «0 Tpdémoc», €ABovong
€€ EANGDOG Tfi ovvodeiq tobd EEdpyov ABnviv Apyxipavdpitov m. Aoutavod Omd TAV
61e00vvolv tod K. Kwvotavtivov AyyeAibov €AAnvioti kai tod K. ADpeEVG Zauovp
dpoBroti, i Natplrapyxikh Xvvodeia €iofjABev €i¢ TAV BaciAikAv kai KatnuevVOn
npdc 16 Alav koAaiocBntov EuAdyAumtov e€ikovootdoilov, €keiBev 6€ 614 tod
NapekkAnoiov tod Ayiov NikoAdov €i¢ td ImAAailov H1& mMPOOKVOVNGLV.

Metd tadta [ NMatploapyikhl Xvvodeia €EAABe 61d tAc PBopeiov mMOANG Tod ImnAaiov
kol dviiABe éni thAg teAevtaiag Baduidoc tod mapekkAnoiov tod Ypnoipomoilovuévou
né tiv Appeviwy kai otpageica dplotepd AABev £ic TOV YBpov mpd ToOb
eikovootaciov.

Evtadba €teAéobn Eomep1vog katd TAY TumikAv Kal KABEOTWILKAY TAE1v pETA
fuutduatog kai AptokAaociag.

Metd TtAv AméAvolv, Katd TAG 3:30 P.u. AKoAoVONnoe tpdmela vMO ToD Matplapyikod
Enitpdénov XeBaocuiwtdtov Apyxlremiokdémnov Topddvov k. Oeo@uAdktov kai Té €omépag
vnodoxf toh dvtimpoownov tod €Eoywtdtov Mpoédpov ToD MaAatotiviakod Kpdtoug
K. MaxpoOvt Aumndg Aumod-Malev kai tod dvtimpoownov tod PBaociAéwg thHG Topdaviag
MEYOAE1OTATOV AuMVTAAAa “Iunv Xovoeiv vMé tod Makoapiwtdtov, 6 Omoiog
MPOCEPWVNOE WG EMETAL:

“His Excellency President Mahmoud Abbas “Abu Mazen”, President of the State
of Palestine Represented by H.E. Dr. Rami Al-Hamdallah, Palestinian prime
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minister

His Excellency Samir Mbaidien, Jordanian Minister of Interior representative
of His Majesty King Abdullah bin Al-Hussein.

Dear brothers and sisters,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Today, we have the honour to celebrate the birth of our Lord Christ, in your
presence, in the same city, the city of peace, where Jesus was born nearly
two thousand years ago. This great event is a witness to the sanctity of this
land.

The birth of Christ is not like any other birth, it is an eternal birth. It
is the birth of love and peace, and the beginning of the Charter of
Reconciliation between Heaven and Earth. To celebrate the birth of Christ is
to emphasize the value of humanity, because there is no real worship of the
Creator, if we don’'t respect the Creature, and no sincere faith if we do not
respect life.

Honourable present,

With the birth of Christ, humanity began a new journey embodied in happiness,
love and respect between all of humanity. With that God set an example and
showed us how he loved the world so that everyone loves his or her world and
society, as God honoured the person over the rest of the creatures to declare
the elevation of humans and the elevation of the humanitarian message.

In the Anthem of the Angels: “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on
earth peace” (Luke 2:14). The peace praised by the angels is not just a
social peace, but it is also the embodiment of Christ and His presence. Thus,
the angels celebrated the peace that came with the birth of Christ. Christ,
by His incarnation, gave humanity peace with God and amongst the people and
with oneself. What happened to Adam in Paradise when he sinned is that he and
his descendants lost peace with God. When Cain killed his brother Abel,
humanity lost peace amongst the people, this peace returned to humanity by
the birth of our Lord Christ.

Honourable present,

Every year as we celebrate the Birth of Christ, people are attracted to the
spirit of happiness, children are waiting for the holiday gifts and the world
is full of joy, despite the hardships we face caused by instability. This
feast comes to embody the happiness, joy and pleasure that the Palestinian
people deserve and have been striving to attain to live in peace, dignity,
stability, independence and happiness like the rest of the peoples of the
world. Christmas is also a national holiday that adds a special joy to its
religious holiness. A national holiday the joy of which is lived together by
Muslims and Christians. This is because, the mutual flourishing of Muslims
and Christians in this Holy Land has been a historical fact that has been
experienced by citizens of our various lands ever since the treaty between
the Caliph Omar bin Al-Khattab and our predecessor Patriarch Sophronius and



until our present day.

We have had a difficult year, with many challenges, many of which are the
result of aspirations for political gains by politicians attempting to
strengthen their political positions at the expense of our churches, in
addition to attempts to undermine our churches and our inherent Christian
presence in this holy land to which the birth of Christ is witness to our
roots within. H.E. President Abbas and His Majesty King Abdullah II Ibn Al-
Hussein, the custodian of the Christian and Islamic holy sites in Jerusalem,
stood by us and we all succeeded in confronting the attempts to undermine our
rights with the blessing of our Lord Christ and our unity on the basis of
truth and justice.

Your Excellency the Prime Minister,

We take the opportunity of Christmas to wish everyone a blessed and
prosperous year, full of good and happiness and crowned with peace,
tranquillity, stability and security.

We ask our Lord Christ, to bless everyone with a rich flood of grace, to
bless everyone with his heavenly blessings and to cause everyone to enjoy
health, well-being and to heal the sick, to comfort the needy, and to protect
everyone from all harm.

We also ask our Saviour, Jesus Christ, to provide us the means to enjoy peace
and security in the Holy Land and all over the world, and to guard our
society from all evil. We also pray to the Lord to protect our leadership
under President Mahmoud Abbas, The President of the State of Palestine.

“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace to those on whom his favour rests”

Merry Christmas and MAY you all enjoy Bliss, Love and Peace”.

EK TG ApXlYPaMHaTEiag



