H NMAPAMONH THX EOPTHZ TQN
XPIZTOYITENNQN EI%> TO NMATPIAPXEION

H €opth Thv Xplotouyévvwy, i MnTPdOmoAlg TEv €opTdv Katd TtovC Matépag TAC
EkkAnoiag, €wptdobn vmdé tod MNatprapyeiov ocvupwdvwg mpdc TAV dpyxatoTdTnNV
napddooiv avtod €i¢ BnOAegu kai €1g tov Témov TAC KATd odpka MevvAcewg AvTOD.

A’ tAv MapagovAiv

TAv mpwiav TAC Asvtépac, 24nc AskepBpiov 2019/ 6n¢ Tavovapiov 2020, MUPAPOVAC
Tv Xplotovyévvwy, €Eekivnoev amd tod Matprapxeiov i NMatplapx kR AylO0TOQLTLKA
ocvvobeia kai &pixBeioca €ic TAV MOANY Tod Aavid, TAV KWHHVWY KPOLOUEVWY,
gneB1PdoOn OxNUATWY, 61’ Qv E@Bacev £ic TAV peETAED TepovoaAfu kai BnBAeéu
Ke1uévnv Tepdv Movv tod Mpogrtov HA1o0D.

EvtadBa €yéveto vmodoxA thAG A.0.M. toD NMatpdg AUEY kail Matpidpxov I€pocoAVUwWY
K.K. 0gopiAov Omd tod ryovuévov tAc Moviic Apxinavdpitov MNaiociov, OMO TV
TopanA1viv ZTpatiwTlKOY Apxdv ThAc MoArtikfic ArtoikAoewg / Political Civil
Administration tfi¢ meproxfic BnOAeéu kail XeBplvog, LME TV EKMPOOWNWY TAG
NoAatotiviakic ApxAic kal tmé thv €kmpoownwv Ttod moipviov tod Matprapyetiov TAC
BnOAeéu, Xwpiov tdv Moitpévwv kail MmetldAAOC.

Metd tAv mpookvvnolv €ig¢ tév Nadv TAG Movfig, AV d€énolv kal tAv degiwowv €ig
t6 Ayouvueveiov, N Matplapyxlkh Xvvodeia Avexwpnoev T MPOTOPEVTIKA ocuvodeiq
névte TopanAviy inméwv €wg toD otpatiwtikod €Aéyxouv toD Tdgov TAG PayAA.

EvtedBev, TAV NatprapyxikAv ovvodeiav mapéAaBov T1UNTIKHC MoAatotiviot
HoTOoUKAET1oTO , &€v { 6ef1d kai dprotepd Thc 660D miotoi, yépovteg véot,
natdld kai Bpéen avéuevav Cntodvteg tAV €VAoyiav ToD Makaplwtdtov. H
Natplapyikf Xvvodeia aeix6n €i¢ AV aOAAV TAC MAateiag ThAg BnOAeéu, €6€yx6n
KoaAwooplopév mnapd tod Matprapyikod Emitpdmov ZeBaoplwTdTov ApPY1EMIOKOTIOU
Topddvov K. Og0@UAdKTOL, TV Anuapxlak@dv kai Nopapylakidv €Kmpoownwv TAG
MOAEWG, VMO TV €vdeduuévwyv Aylotoa@lTtidv Iepopovdywv kai tod €yyduov
ApaBogpwivov kKAApov Kai OMd mARBoug AaoD, vrodeyxouévov év gLepoovvn Kot
AAaAayu®d Kol &€v yoAupdig tiv TepoyaAtddv, ToD K. BaciAeiov FkotoomovUAov HeErd
EAANVioTl kal TthAg yopwdiag vME Tév K. Zapolp Adpevg dpaBiroti dpiotepd ToD
tponapiov: «H Mévvnoic cov Xploté 6 Oebdg AuRv» €pBaocav €i¢ TAV TamelvAv Kai
anépittov OVpav TAC BaolAKAG.

EioeABbvteg €1¢ TV BaoiAikAv €yévovto dektol Umé tod "EAAnvog Mevikod
Npo&évov 6e€1d kai ToD Anudpyxov ThAC MOAEwg dprotepd kail H1AABov 614 péocov Thg
BaolAikiig, Omep povadikdév dikaiwpa Thv EAANVOpB0d6EWYV, Kol dveABodoa e€ig TéV
x®pov mpd 10D e£ikovootaciov, éotpden d6e€1d kai 61d tod mapekkAnoiov Ttod ayiov
NikoAdov KatAABev €1¢ 16 Oe0bdéypov ImAAailov Kai TPOCGEKVVNGEV.

Aua T Gvodw €k thAg Bopeiov mOANG tod XmnAaiov, mpoeE&dpyovtog Tod
Makaplwtdtov NMatpdc AUBY kol Matpidpyov IepocoAVuwv K.K. BgopiAov
dveyvodnoav €i¢ 16 KaBoAikév ai Qpat petd tod Bupiduatog odTdv Kol
nKoAovOnoev 6 Eomepivog kai i Aeittovpyia tod MeydAov BaoiAeiov, dmoAuvbeioa


https://jerusalem-patriarchate.info/%ce%b7-%cf%80%ce%b1%cf%81%ce%b1%ce%bc%ce%bf%ce%bd%ce%b7-%cf%84%ce%b7%cf%83-%ce%b5%ce%bf%cf%81%cf%84%ce%b7%cf%83-%cf%84%cf%89%ce%bd-%cf%87%cf%81%ce%b9%cf%83%cf%84%ce%bf%cf%85%ce%b3%ce%b5%ce%bd%ce%bd/
https://jerusalem-patriarchate.info/%ce%b7-%cf%80%ce%b1%cf%81%ce%b1%ce%bc%ce%bf%ce%bd%ce%b7-%cf%84%ce%b7%cf%83-%ce%b5%ce%bf%cf%81%cf%84%ce%b7%cf%83-%cf%84%cf%89%ce%bd-%cf%87%cf%81%ce%b9%cf%83%cf%84%ce%bf%cf%85%ce%b3%ce%b5%ce%bd%ce%bd/

OLPWVWG TH KABESTHTL TAV 3.30 H.u. Wpav.

‘HkoAovBnoev 4 &nd ti¢ MOANG tod Bamtictnpiov d&vodog €i¢ td povaotAplov Kai
€6pT10¢ vnotAcluoG Tpdmela.

T6 eonépag, nepi Wpav 6.00 y.u. 6 Makapiwtatog TH @LAofevig tod dvakaiviotod
tfic Moviic MNatprapyikod Emitpdnov Zefaculwtdtov Apyilemiokémov Topddvov K.
OeoguAdktov mapéBece 6eE{wolv TH Mpoédpw ThAC MaAarotiviakic Avtovouiag K.
MayuoOvt Aumdc¢ Aumod — Mdalev, T €EoxwtdTw Yrnovpy®d K. Sami Dawood, &kmpoowmny
toD MeyaAerotdtov BaciAéwg thA¢ Topdaviag Abdullah II kai vUmevdVOvov TOD
MPOOKLVNUOT1KOD KaBeoT®TOC H1d Td MpookvvAuata Xplotiaviv Kai MovocovApdvwv,
TR E€oxwTtdtw Mpwdurovpy®d TAC MaAatotiviakfic Abtovouiag Dr. Mohammad Shtayyeh,

T@ Dr. Ramzi Khouri ‘Ymovpy®d TtoD MoAaitotiviakod Kpdtoug kai Mpoédpw TAC
Avwtdtng Mpoedpikiic Emitpomnic 614 TAG €kKAnolaoTlKAG VMool kal mMOAA0TG
GAA0O1C €mioAuolg Kol dimAwpdTtalg.

Opod peTd ThV BeppoTdTWY €VXWV H1' €VAoynuéva Xpiotovyevva kai Néov Etog
2020, 0 Makapiwtatog dieBeBaiwoev avTOUC 6T, EMUMPOOCHETWG TH EvepYd pOAw TOD
Natplapxeiov kai taig mpomaBeiailg avtoD, Tva €E€A0N | ewvA kal Té pAvuvua TAC
TepovoaAiu €i¢ tAv Oikovpévnv, Té Rum Orthodox Matpilapyeiov THv TePoGOAVUWY
gnekteivel tAv 6paociv avtod kKat €ig 61eBvA &minedov. 0 MakoplWTATOG
gneoAuavey 6Tl B84 mpémn va pdg amoaoyxoAfon té yeyovdg dti ) dV0vauilg Thg
€votnTog TV 0pB066EWY dnAol TAV BUvaulv ThG DpBoddEov miotewg, wg kail R
ddvvapia evétntoc thv 0pB0bBLEWV dobevel TV mMiocTiv aALTOV.

0 Mokaplwtatog émiong dméverue dwpa kail €Eegwvnoe mpooewvnolv, &€xovoov oVTWG:
Mr. President Mahmoud Abbas,

Mr. Prime Minister Dr. Mohammad Shtayyeh,

Representative of His Majesty King Abdullah II, Mr. Sami Dawood,

Chairman of the Supreme Presidential Committee for Church Affairs, Dr. Ramzi
Khoury,

Ladies and gentlemen,

We gather today in the birthplace of Christ, the source of light that reached
out to the world, the land of the Redeemer, to celebrate the birth of the
Messenger of Love and Peace, in a land that longs for peace, and under a
leadership of which the main concern is to achieve peace to ensure a bright
future for its people. People that have long sacrificed for their dignity,
freedom and the realization of their legitimate dream of independence and
self-determination.

We believe that we are able to make peace and live up to its requirements, no
matter how difficult it may be. This demands that we transcend ourselves
above our own limits, so that we can look at others as God sees them, and
accept others as God accepts them, so that we can realize and achieve
righteousness and truth for us and others.

This year’s Christmas comes, and the Middle East region is overwhelmed by



regional tensions and conflicts. In Lebanon, the Lebanese are protesting
against the country’s worsening economy, in Syria Christmas still holds hope
that the country will see a way out of the current impasse, and hopefully
this new year will be a year of security for Syrians of all political, ethnic
and religious affiliations. Yemen continues its internal war, which we pray
to end as soon as possible, and we pray to the Creator to give Iraq and Libya
the stability they have lost years ago.

On the bright side, in the Holy Land, we celebrate the legal victory of the
Orthodox Patriarchate of Jerusalem in our battle for the defense of Jaffa
Gate properties in the Holy City as part of the consecutive battles fought by
the “Mother of All Churches” to preserve its heritage, and the authentic
Christian presence in the Holy Land, especially in the city of Jerusalenm,
which God has blessed. In addition to practicing our duty in protecting the
“pilgrim route” between the Church of the Holy Sepulchre and the Church of
the Nativity, between the place of Christ’s birth and the place of his
crucifixion.

We are also celebrating the birth of Christ today as we have completed
important housing projects in Bethlehem, Beit Sahour and Beit Jala. In 2020,
we are looking forward to executing a project of 400 apartment and a
commercial center in Beit Hanina, Jerusalem, where we have been working on
obtaining the necessary licenses for years. This huge project will reduce
immigration from the Holy City and contribute to strengthen the resolve of
its people. In the same context, we are preparing this year for the
restoration of St. Dimitri’s School Building in the Old City, to provide a
comfortable atmosphere for students and to preserve this historic building;
in addition to dozens of charitable projects which our Patriarchate is
implementing with the support of its flock in particular and the community in
general. And the doors of the Patriarchate shall always remain open for the
flock of our community and all the Palestinian and Jordanian peoples
Christians be it or Muslim.

Mr. President,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

In addition to our active local role, and efforts to relay the voice of
Jerusalem to the world, the Orthodox Patriarchate of Jerusalem is exercising
its historic role at the international Orthodox level as well. Our
Patriarchate has opened its doors to host our brothers, the heads of the
world’s Orthodox churches, to meet at our second home in Amman under the
Auspices of The Hashemite Custodian of Islamic and Christian Holy Places,
your brother Mr. President, His Majesty King Abdullah II, to discuss issues
of global Orthodox unity; that in its’ strength we view a strengthening to
our faith, and in its’ weakness, a weakening of our faith.

Your Excellency Mr. President.
Ladies and gentlemen

“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us” (John 1:14), let us



rejoice and pray “This is a great mystery” (Ephesians 5:32) which appeared
among us. The message of Christmas is a message of love, humility, peace and
a meeting of hearts. Living the love and its consequences becomes permanent
through a true relationship and reconciliation between man and God, between
man and his/her fellow man, through a relationship of reconciliation and
openness between man and himself/herself. This reconciliation in its three
dimensions fills the human heart with peace, the peace of God coming from the
highest, which helps people to deal with the daily living pressures and
difficulties of life, and to meet the challenges with wisdom and love. The
heavenly peace, which we all desire, enables believers, with the support of
divine grace, to deal properly with economic, political and social
difficulties.

Christmas is the feast of joy. Joy is to find power through forgiveness and
love in tears, to reap success from failure, and to achieve ascension through
humility and holiness. Christmas is the feast of joy built on the rock of
faith.

Your Excellency,

In the name of the “Mother of all churches” and its community, we wish you a
glorious Christmas filled with holiness and love, and a blessed new year full
of goodness, blessings and peace; and we thank Your Excellency for your
heartfelt Christmas message.

We lastly take this opportunity to give thanks to the Supreme Presidential
Committee for Church Affairs and its’ Chairman, His Excellency Minister Dr.
Ramzi Khoury. As well as the Head of the Presidential Bureau Her Excellency
Ms. Intisar Amarah, Presidential Protocol Department and the Heads, Generals
and Officers of the different Palestinian Security bodies for their tireless
efforts and contribution to the success of this year’s Christmas processions.

Along with the angels, we pray to God, ” Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and peace on earth ..” (Luke 2:14).

Ald toUtwv €Angev [ €optA TAG Mopapovic thv Xplotovyévvwy €v BnBAeép.

Ek TG Apxlypappateiag



