H ENI TQ NEQ ETEI 2019 NMPOZ®QNHZI> TOY
MAK. MATPIAPXOY IEPOZOAYMQN EIX TON
MPOEAPON TOY IZPAHA

TAv Néuntnv, 14" / 27™ AekeyBpiov 2018, &€AaBe ywpav €i¢ td Mpoedpikdv
Méyapov €mionuoc¢ Zuvvdvtnolg tv Apxny@v T@dv EKKANG1®Y TepocoAVuwv &mi Tk NEw
"Etel 2019 petd tod Mpoédpov tod Kpdtoug TtoD TopanA.

Eic tAv ouvvdvinolv tavtnv 6 Mpdedpog toD Kpdtovg TOoD TopanA k. Reuven Rivlin,
ouvvobevduevog vmdé Tod Yrmovpyod Eowtepikiv tod TopanA k. Arié Machlouf Deri
NMpPocePWvnNoe ToUC ApxnyovuC TV EkkAnol@dv kai to0g¢ ocuvvodolg avTiv, €0XOHEVOC
vylteiav, €ipnvikév tév Néov "Etog 2019 kai €Onuepiav kai vmeypduuioe TAV
onuaoiav TG ovvavtAoews tavtng kat &4 €ig AV Ayiav MOAlv TepovocaAnu, Ayiav
614 tdg tpeig povoBeiotikdg Opnokeiag, €i¢ tAv oOmoiav mapd tadta cvvéRnocav
Katd té mopeABOv €tog @aivoueva Blag. Té TopafA dywviletal vd mpootateln TOUG
O0A0€v avEavouévoug mpookuvnTtdG €1¢ TAV TepovoaAfu kol €1¢ GAAQ TPOOKLVAHOTA,
wG tod Topddvov motoauod, €ig tdv omoiov td povaoctAplov Tod ayiov Twdvvouv Ttod
Npodpduov dvekaiviodn kai [ meploxf dnovapkwbeteitat. TO TopafA 6€v
npotiBetal vd 61&n tdg meprovoiag TtV EkkAnoidv. 0 Mpdedpoc nvYAON
gvbAoynuévov &mnd 0eod 16 véov £T10C¢.

Eic tAv mpooewvnoilv tol Mpoédpov dvtegpwvnoe €& ovOuatog SAwv TV EKKAnGldv 0
Mokoapi@tatog MatAp AuEY kol Matpidpxng TepoocoAVuwv K.kK. 0€d@iAog d1d TAC
KATWwO1 MPOOPWVACEWG avTOD:

27 December 2018
“Your Excellency Mr. President,
Your Excellency, the Minister of the Negev,
Your Beatitudes,
Your Eminences,
Your Graces,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

We are delighted to extend to you, Mr. President, on behalf of the Churches
and Christian Communities of the Holy Land, the greetings of this holy
season, during which our Abrahamic traditions are celebrating important
festivals, and during which time so many pilgrims come to this City and Holy
Land for spiritual renewal.

Very soon the eyes of the Christian world will be turned to the Jordan River,
as Christians remember shortly after the Christmas Feast the occasion of Our
Lord’s baptism. We shall gather at the Jordan River with both the local

Christian Community as well as with pilgrims from around the world at Qasr El
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Yahud.

We wish to take this opportunity to thank you, Mr. President, for your
personal interest in, and your commitment to, the project of clearing the
minefields at this site, and for making this site accessible after so many
years. We also express our appreciation to the army for their important role
in coordinating all the parties in completing this tremendous undertaking.

Mr. President, even as we celebrate this wonderful accomplishment, hindrances
remain.

One particular challenge that we have managed to resist several times now,
the last occasion having been achieved with Your Excellency’s courteous
intervention, must be faced head on.

Certain Members of the Knesset, who we believe are misled, moved once again
to propose to the Ministerial Committee for Legislation the discriminatory
bill which restricts the rights of Christian Institutions to deal with their
property and threatens the income that sustains the humanitarian mission of
the Church, along with its care for the Holy Sites.

We are thankful to the firm support of our friends both in Israel and around
the world, who, in spite of the inconvenient timing, came immediately to our
assistance. We are sure that their support will not fall, should this
legislation be pushed forward again.

Your Excellency, we are grateful for your gracious intervention and for the
wise approach of Prime Minister Netanyahu in causing this bill to be
withdrawn. This action is consistent with your commitments to preserve the
long-standing Status Quo and to sustaining the unique multi-religious
tapestry of our beloved Jerusalem.

While thankful for this reprieve, we are deeply concerned that attempts to
bring this legislation forward will continue. We shall therefore remain
actively attentive to this matter, and convinced that this Bill has no place
in the corpus of legislation of the State of Israel. We reiterate our
readiness for dialogue to find lasting solutions that benefit the whole
society. Yet, at the same time we stand united in our position both to defend
our legitimate and sacred rights, as well as to continue that constructive
engagement with governmental authorities that has been formed and shaped over
the many years.

We do not seek our own benefit, but that of the mission that has been
entrusted to us by Divine Providence; to serve the Holy Places and witness to
this land of the divine-human encounter — that is our common sacred history.
Jerusalem is the universal symbol of peace to which the whole world looks for
reconciliation and mutual flourishing. It is unique in its existence as a
multi-ethnic, multi-cultural, and multi-religious community that is home to
the three Abrahamic faiths. Jerusalem is the spiritual heart of the world
that is longing for truth, light and righteousness.

As we read in the Psalms



OQur feet are standing
within your gates, 0 Jerusalem.
Jerusalem-built as a city
that is bound firmly together.
(Ps. 121[122]:2-3)

We join with you in your official commitment to preserve this multi-cultural,
multi-ethnic, and multi-religious character of Jerusalem, and we applaud your
steadfastness to our harmonious mutual flourishing. As a Jerusalemite
yourself, you understand well that Jerusalem is a unique paradigm of the
human community, in maintaining cultural and religious traditions that live
peacefully side by side. We welcome the support that your give to ensure that
Jerusalem maintains this essential character.

We take this opportunity, Mr. President, to wish you and your family a Happy
New Year. May God bless you in your work on behalf of all the peoples of our
beloved Holy Land.

Thank you”.

Ek TG Apxlypappateiag



