H ENIZKEYIXZ TOY MPINKINOZ THX OYAAIAZ
EI> THN BAXIAIKHN THZ TENNHXZEQ2 THX
BHOAEEM

TAv 1lnv m.u. @pav thcg Mapaockeviig, 11" /24™ Tavovapiov 2020, £meokEPOn TAV
BaolAikAv th¢ MevvAocewg thHg BnOAgéu | AToD BaotiAikh YynAdtng, O Mpilykiy TAg
OvaAiag KdpoAog, ocvvodevduevog vmé tod Mevikod MNpo&Evou T ALTAC
MeyaAe1dtntog TthAc¢ BaoiAioong ti¢ AyyAiag EAlcdBet k. Philip Hall, Umé tod
AyyAikavoDd Emiokémnov €1¢ TepoodAvua eBaopiwtdtov Zovx€IA Ntaouvdvn kai vmod
KAlpakiov ovvepyatdv avToD.

Tév EEoxwtatov Mpiykima dua th d@i&el AVtoD UmedéxbBnoav €ig¢ AV dpxAv TAG
ADAAC TG BaotlAlkiic ol dvtimpéownol Tiv Hyovpévwy Thic BnBAeép, £v oil¢ €K THV
0pB066EWY 0 Apyiuavdpitng MoAvkapro¢ kai wdAynoav avTéOvV dxpt TAG MOANC TAC
Bac1A1kiAC EEw.

EvtabdBa UnedbéxOnoav tév mpiykima ol Hyovuevol tAg BnOAeéu, €K Thv 0pB0obdOEWV O
Natplapy1kd¢ Emitpomnog Apyieniokonog Iopddvov k. O€0@UAAKTOG, 0 PpayKloKAVAC
kal 0 Appéviog kol wdAynoav avtdév €vidg thHg BaolAikig.

Eic té pé€oov avtTic UmedeEYON oV Mpiykima mphdtoc A A.0.M. 6 MNatAp APEY Kai
Natpldpyng TepocoAVUwY K.K. 0gdpiAog, dkoAovBodvtwv TtoD Kovotwdod thg Ayiag
MM¢ 6oloAoylwtdtov MNMatpdg dpaykiokov Matdv, kai tod dvtimpoownov tod Apueviov
Natpldpyov ZeBacuiwtdTov X1BdAv.

Evtedbey 6 Makapiwtatog wdrfynoe tov Mpiykima €i¢ td KaBoAikév, mpd tod
eikovootaoiov, &vBa kai amdé thv ayiwv BnuoBlpPwv mpooepwvnoev AVTOV d1d TAC
KATwO1 mMpoopwvAoews avTod dyyAloti:

“Your Royal Highness, it is a great honour for us to welcome you here in
Bethlehem the birthplace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the place that brought
peace and justice upon the whole world.

Bethlehem is indeed a symbol of peace here, for Christians and Muslims, who
live as a family and a united community, and the Church is also the place
that is offering spiritual refreshment to thousands of pilgrims of all faiths
and of all cultures and nationalities without any discrimination.

Your Highness’s presence here is highly appreciated and heartfelt for our
region, which is facing many challenges, and your pilgrimage here is a
tangible sign of your commitment to promoting and advancing peace and justice
in the very birthplace of peace.

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his
favour rests.”

(Luke 2.14)

Please allow us to present to you on behalf of the church communities of the


https://jerusalem-patriarchate.info/%ce%b7-%ce%b5%cf%80%ce%b9%cf%83%ce%ba%ce%b5%cf%88%ce%b9%cf%83-%cf%84%ce%bf%cf%85-%cf%80%cf%81%ce%b9%ce%b3%ce%ba%ce%b9%cf%80%ce%bf%cf%83-%cf%84%ce%b7%cf%83-%ce%bf%cf%85%ce%b1%ce%bb%ce%b9%ce%b1%cf%83/
https://jerusalem-patriarchate.info/%ce%b7-%ce%b5%cf%80%ce%b9%cf%83%ce%ba%ce%b5%cf%88%ce%b9%cf%83-%cf%84%ce%bf%cf%85-%cf%80%cf%81%ce%b9%ce%b3%ce%ba%ce%b9%cf%80%ce%bf%cf%83-%cf%84%ce%b7%cf%83-%ce%bf%cf%85%ce%b1%ce%bb%ce%b9%ce%b1%cf%83/
https://jerusalem-patriarchate.info/%ce%b7-%ce%b5%cf%80%ce%b9%cf%83%ce%ba%ce%b5%cf%88%ce%b9%cf%83-%cf%84%ce%bf%cf%85-%cf%80%cf%81%ce%b9%ce%b3%ce%ba%ce%b9%cf%80%ce%bf%cf%83-%cf%84%ce%b7%cf%83-%ce%bf%cf%85%ce%b1%ce%bb%ce%b9%ce%b1%cf%83/

Holy Land this humble blessing.
Thank you”. kai énédwoev ADTH dotépa TAC MevvAocewg €k papyapiltapoppilng.

Ek toD onueiov tovUTOUL Kol 61d ToD mapekkAnoiov tod Ayiov NikoAdov 0
Makaplwtatog €ovvndevoe tév Mpiykina €i¢ 1éd mapekkAfolov tod Ayiov lewpyiov,
npooke{puevoy Tfi Bao1A1KA vVOT100VATOA KRG .

EvtadBa, 6 MNatplapyikdg Emnitpomnog BnBAeéy IeBacuiwtatog ApxlemnioKomnog
Topddvov K. BeopVAakToC dvéyvwoe 1O EVayyéAlov thAg MNevvAcewg tod Xplotod
EANVioTl, w¢ ovpBaivelr €kdotn NMopapoviy TV XP1OoTOLYEVVWY OLUPWVWG TR
Fpnyoplav®d HuepoAoyiw UMO TAG AyyAikavikfc EkkAnociag, 6 Mpiykiy dvéyvwoe TtoUG
Mokoapilopo0¢ tod Katd Matbaiov Ayiov EvayyeAiov kol €kactog tiv Apxnydv Tthv
XploTlav kv EKKAno1@dv &vev duepiwv dvéyvwoav MPooeLXAV CLUEWVWEG TH
EKTLMIWOEVTL TPOYPAUUATL.

0 Makapliwtatog¢ MNatpidpxng IepoooAluwyv K.kK. BedplAog mpoos@wvnoev ADTOV H1d
¢ KATWO1 mMpooewvhoewg ADTOD dyyAioti:

Your Royal Highness,

Your Eminences,

Your Graces,

Beloved Members of our Brotherhood,
Honoured Guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Your Royal Highness, we welcome you warmly to Bethlehem and to the Church of
the Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ, and we are delighted that you are in
the Holy Land. Your presence among us 1s a great encouragement to the
peoples of our region, and we are deeply grateful for the careful attention
that you pay especially to the well-being of the Christian presence here.
Whether we are meeting in London or here in the holy City of Jerusalem, we
are always heartened by your commitment.

As you are fully aware, the Christian presence here is an integral part of
our social fabric and is crucial in maintaining the historic multi-cultural,
multi-ethnic, and multi-religious landscape of Jerusalem and the Holy Land.
Without a thriving Christian community in the Holy Land, this region would
lose its essential character, and no longer be the living land of the divine-
human encounter to which the Christian presence here is a living witness;

“You are the salt of the earth: but if the salt has lost his savor, wherewith
shall it be salted?”

(Matthew 5:13)

The Church communities are no doubt facing challenges and the Heads of the
Churches and Christian Communities are united in our firm opposition to this



threat, and we have been supported in this by leaders locally and from around
the world both in government and religion. We have had particularly strong
support from Her Majesty’s Government and other British political leaders, as
well as from His Grace, our dear brother, the Archbishop of Canterbury.

While we emphasise these challenges, we must also say that all the local
authorities of the Holy Land have been working with us positively to help in
dealing with these threats and challenges, and we are very grateful to all
those who have joined in this effort;

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the children of God”
(Matthew 5:9)

Together with the other Churches and Christian communities of the Holy Land,
the Patriarchate of Jerusalem stand ready to partner with all governments and
people of good will to ensure the well-being of all the peoples of our
region; for this is our pastoral mission entrusted to us by the Divine
Providence;

“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul,
and with all thy mind..Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself”.

(Matthew 22: 37-39)

One of the prominent achievements of the growing body of international
support for the Christian community in the Holy Land is the recent
establishment of the International Community of the Holy Sepulchre [ICoHS];

“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy”.
(Matthew 5:7)

While at the moment this society is drawing membership and support mostly
from the United Kingdom and the United States, our hope is for a truly
international representation in membership. ICoHS is an intentionally
ecumenical society, not bound to any one confession, with the active support
of, among others, the Orthodox, the Roman Catholic, the Anglican and the
Protestant communities.

This is the first such ecumenical society of its kind to be established from
the Holy Land, and it is our dearest hope that it will be a major source for
good, both in bringing Christians from different communities together in
common support of the Christian presence in the Holy Land, and in
strengthening international attention to the life and witness of the
Christian community here.

Needless to say, Your Royal Highness, that we are deeply aware of your
personal commitment to the Holy Land and to the Churches, here which keep and
guard the holy places not as mere monuments but as places of worship, and
we also understand that, in addition to your official and royal mission, you
also come here as a pilgrim.



MAY the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you and the Sun of
righteousness enlighten your mind and warm your heart.

Thank you.

TAc ékbnAwoew¢ tadTNG An&dong, 6 Mpiykly kKatAABev &né Td mopekkAoilov Tod
Ayiov Tewpyiov tfj ovvodeiq tod Makaplwtdtov Matpidpyxov I€PoCOAVUWY K.K.
Ocopilov 61d Thv Baduidwv TodD Tepod BApatog €ic td mapekkAnoilov ToD Ayiov
Ni1koAdov.

Evtedbev 6 Mpiykiy katAABev €i¢ 16 ImAAatlov kai €i¢ tév dotépa kai €ig TOHV
x®pov Th Ayiag ®dtvng vmedbéxOn kal mpooegwvnoev AvTOv 0 Kovotwddg thic Ayiag
Mc¢ o6oloAoywwtatog 1. dpaykiokog Matdév, fRyovuevoc Thv dpaykiokaviv thHG Aylag
rg.

Ev ovvexeiq 0 Mpiykiy aviABe kai 61d tfc Bopeiov mOANG tod ImnAaiov, E@Baocev
elc 16 mapekkAfolov, Té Xpnoilyomoilovuevov VMO Thv Apueviwv kol €yéveto 6eKTOG
vné tod Apupeviov Apyremiokémov IiBdv, rfyovuévov Thv Appeviwv €ig¢ BnbAeéu. And
tol mapekkAnoiov tovtov 6 Mpiykiy 61AABe 614 Tfic AVAAG Th¢ EkkAnolag TAG
Ay{oc Aikatepivng thv dpaykiokaviv, &vOa dmeBavaticdn f émniokeyig 614

OVAAOY 1KAG QuwTtoypagiag.

Ev ovvexeia 6 EEoxwtatog Mpiykiy 61d tod Bpettavod Mpogévov k. Hall mnopéBeoe
6e€lwolv €i¢ tOv moapakeipevov Eeviva thv dpaykiokavidy Casa Nova.

EK TG ApXlYPAMHATELQAC



