APXIEPATIKH OEIA AEITOYPIIA EIX TA
EPEINIA BYZANTINOY I. NAOY TOY 50Y
AIONOZ EIZ THN MOAIN ASHDOD TOY IZPAHA

Nepi 16 1981 €i¢ piav ovvoikiav tf¢ votiov ACTwtov, onuepiviic Asdod, Katd TAV
EvapEly épyactdv oikobopfic véag oikiag, TO oKamMT1kOV unydvnuo €Vpe ixvn
yne1dwtod moAarod Buvlavtivod Tepod NaoD, péE dnotéAcopa vd EmMeuBh A
ApyatoAoyikh Yrnnpeoia tod TopanA kai vd dnoayopevon TAV OLVEXELAV THV

EPYOO 1RV .

"EKTOTE, TO OULYKEKPlUévOv oikdémedov mapéuevev xépoov kail mepliABev €i¢ TAV
id1oktnoiav tod 6nuociov. Té 2009, f ApxatoAoyikd ‘Yrnnpeoia &véBeoe TAV
€0OVVNY TV dvaockagdy €1¢ 16 ovykekpluévov oikémedov €i¢ tOV dpyatoAdyov 6p.
ANEEQVOpOV davTdAKly, AékTopa ToD Mavemictnuiov tod TEA AB{B, pE €1bikdTNTQ
elc¢ v Apyxaiav EAAGda toD 8ov aikvog m.X. Al dvaokagatil diekémnoav, d1d vda
ovvex 10000V €@ETOC.

E1g tdg¢ dvaoka@dG AveKoAVPON KT1plakdv ovykpoTnua UE KEVTPLKOV Nadv kot
napekkAfola povadikfic nmvevuatikic kai totopikAc dE{ac pe yneldwtd, Emiypadc
ka{ otowpolc. ‘Yndpxetl pia miBavéTNG 6 vadc va ATo Mvatkeiov Hovyaothptlov
TAYMOTOG YUVALKEDY TapBEvwy H10KOV 1006V .

TAv mpwiav tAc Néumtng, 16"/29™ 'TovA{ov 2021, £teAéodn Vmaibpilog Oeia
Aettovpyila éni tiv €peiniwv tod dpyaiov tovTOoL Tepod Naod, mpoeEdpyovrtog Tod
TeBacuiwtdTov Apylemiokdémnov Mepdowv K. O€o@dvoug, Tf CUUUETOXRA TEV

MAVOG 10A0Y LWTATWY Apxlpavdpitiv, m m. Tyvatiov fyovuévov tod Xwpiov THV
Noltpévwy kai thHg MmetldAAacg, m. Kwvotavtivov Hyovuévouv Tepdg Moviic XotlePa,
n. Aptepiov Hyouvuévov Xdigag, m. Agovtiov Hyovuévouv Pagidiwv Zapapeiag, .
MapkéAAov Hyouvuévov Ayiov lewpyiov AVBONG kail m. AAeEdvdpov MaocéPitg,
gpnuepiov Pwoogwvwy Mrép — XéBag, mopéviwv Tol ZePaouiwtdTtov ApYLEM1OKOTOL
TepamdAewg K. Io1dwpov, tod Apyxipavdpitov m. Eipnvdpyxov fRyovuévov TAG
Kamnepvaovu kai tod Apyxipavbpitov m. Xpuvoootduouv fiyovuévou TthAg Kava.

Metd 16 mépag thAc Oeiag Agrtouvpylag, 60 Makapiwtatog MatAp AuEv kai Matpidpxng
TepocoAVUWY K.K. 0gd@lAog, Ti ovupetoxf Tdv Matépwv €téAece Tplodylov UMEp
avanavoewe TOHV Yuxv THv mpd aiwvwy kKekotunuévwv Matépwv, TA GvépaTa THV
omoiwv pvnuovevovtal £1¢ Td¢ drapdpovg &miypapdc tod pwoaikod damédov wg
m.xX.: HpakAei{ov Emiokénov, MMpokoniov Emiokénov, Kdpov Emiokémov, laiavod
MpeoBvtépov, Ztepdvov lpeoBvtépov, Ma&iuov Arakdévov, Zwepoviag fi Evppoovvng
untpég, XeBnpac Arakovioong, Oegobooiac Arakovioong, pnyopia¢ Arakovioong.

Aveokden kol Tdeog pE 60TA PikpEY TMa1diwv — pAAAOV Aslydvwv, kaB®' 6Tl A
KEQAAR €vOC ToUTWY dlemepdto 61d Adyxng amd otduatog E€wg kpaviov, Omep
onueiov paptupiov.

Katomiv, Tt mapovoiq thv Tomik@v Apx®v, Atotr tod Avtidnudpyov TAg¢ MOAEWC
Aovtévt, ThAC ApxotoAoyikic ‘Ynnpeoiag tod Mavemiotnuiov tod TeA -AB{B, O
Makaplwtato¢ €Eevaynbn vmd tod ArevBuvtod TV dvaockagidv kadnyntod 6p.
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AAeEGvdpov davtdAkiv €i¢ TtovV XWpov TEV dvaokaedv kai mpocegwvnoe 614 TAG
KATwe1 mpoopwvcewg AvToD, vmoypauuilwv TAV onuaciov THV AVUKOXALEOE 1oMV
epnudTwy WG ouvdéopov MaAaldc kai Katvfic Ara®AknG kol WG TOTOU OGUVAVTAGEWC
gpevvntv, mpookuvnt®v Kail mepinyntdv, eumvevopévwv €i¢ pitav Cwriv
onuiovpyiag, €ipAvng kai mMoOAlTiOoMOD:

“MR. MAYOR,
Dr Fantalkin,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a great pleasure for us to be here today at this significant site. This
church, established by Bishop Procopios in the 6th century, is important
evidence of the fact that Ashdod, known then as Azotos, was among the
principal cities on the coast during the Byzantine period.

Ashdod has a long and noteworthy history, and we read about it in both the
0ld and the New Testaments. According to the Book of Joshua, it was given to
the Tribe of Judah as their home (Joshua 15:46), and in the Acts of the
Apostles, we read that Saint Philip found himself hereafter baptizing the
officer of the court of the Ethiopian queen (Acts 8:40).

These are only two examples from its long history. But they speak to the fact
that the Bible is a record of our shared sacred history. And the discovery of
this Byzantine church, which is for us Christians a significant holy site, is
a testimony to the witness that the Patriarchate of Jerusalem has given down
the centuries to our sacred history. As the oldest religious institution in
the region, the Patriarchate has embodied this sacred history and given it
legitimacy.

We appreciate very much that the State of Israel and the Antiquities
Authority are sensitive to the diverse civilizations that have existed in
this region. This has always been a multi-cultural, multi-ethnic, and multi-
religious landscape where different peoples have flourished down the ages.
And we wish to recognise the hard work and commitment of Dr Fantalkin and the
Faculty of Humanities of Tel Aviv University, to which the Department of
Archaeology belongs, since the discovery of this site in 2017. They have
borne the major burden of the work of this excavation and brought to light
this invaluable heritage.

This site is both a holy site as well as a site of supreme historical and
academic value. There is an existence of the Christian presence here even
before this Church. We know that one of the bishops of this region, Bishop
Silouanos, attended the First Ecumenical Council in Nicaea in the year 325.
There are inscriptions at this church mentioning the name of Bishop
Hierakleios, who participated in both the Third Ecumenical Council of Ephesus
in 431 and the Fourth Ecumenical Council at Chalcedon in 451.

But we have here a site that, like Madaba and Megiddo, has the power to draw
not only scholars but also tourists and pilgrims in large numbers. We have a
treasure here that we must preserve and make accessible to the many hundreds



of thousands of pilgrims who come to the Holy Land every year. As a site of
such significant scientific and religious consequence, this site is of
immense value to the City of Ashdod, and it is part of the common heritage of
all humanity in the Holy Land.

At this site, many tombs have been discovered, including the graves of
several women who bore the title deaconess. This confirms for us the
existence of this office in the early Church. In addition to this, tombs of
holy martyrs have been uncovered, which is proof that this place served as a
liturgical gathering place before the 4th century. This is evidence that this
place was a place of worship during the time of persecution. According to the
writings of Saint John Chrysostom, the tombs of the martyrs were used as the
altars where the divine Eucharist was celebrated. This discovery alone will
draw the presence of pilgrims, both from the East and the West, who will want
to venerate this holy site and who hold the martyrs from the age of
persecution in high honour.

We thank you, MR. MAYOR, for your care and concern for the preservation of
this site that is a witness to our shared sacred history in this region. And
we congratulate you, Dr Fantalkin, on your remarkable achievement in bringing
this site to the attention of the world community. The conservation and
development of this site by the local authorities would strengthen the
existing good relations between the State of Israel and the Patriarchate of
Jerusalem, and, by extension, with the Christian world in general and with
the Orthodox world in particular, such as the nations of Greece, Cyprus,
Russia, Rumania, Bulgaria, Serbia, Georgia and others.

In the preservation of this site, today’s residents of Ashdod will take pride
in the further evidence of the historical and spiritual significance of their
beloved city, and if we pay special attention to those who have preceded us
and left an indelible stamp of their presence, we would expect future
generations to preserve the evidence of our own lives and witness here. As we
read in the Book of Psalms:

Then we your people, the flock of your pasture,

will give thanks to you forever;

from generation to generation, we will recount your praise.
(Ps 78 [79]: 13)

It is our fervent hope and desire that this site be preserved intact, and
ultimately be made accessible both to scholars and to pilgrims, like all
other holy places in our region. This would be a living testimony of the
history of this ancient city, and would promote peaceful coexistence,
tolerance, and mutual respect. This would be a tangible symbol of the words
we read in the Bible, that we are to pursue righteousness, godliness, faith,
love, endurance, and gentleness (1 Tim. 6:11).

This is the mission of the Patriarchate, and we pledge ourselves to support
and assist in this work. MAY this place be a source of both knowledge and



spiritual refreshment for generations to come.

Thank you”.

Ei¢ 16 onuavtikév yeyovdg toDTO €mectdTnoev 0 YmevOuvvog toD Pwoogwvovu
noitpviov tod Matplrapxeiov ZeBaopiwtatog Apyremniokono¢ MaddBwv K.
ApiotopBovAroc, 6 omoioc kail €ig téd TéAOG mpooégepev €i¢ TAY Matplap) LKAV
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OMWPQG .
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