TPITH HMEPA THZ ENIZKEYEQZ TOY
MAKAPIQTATOY NATPIAPX0Y IEPOZOAYMQN
EI> POYMANIAN

TAv mpwiav tod ToBBdtov, 18n¢ NoepBpiov / 1ng AskepBpiov 2018, &venéupén
gvyaprothplog AogoAoyia mpdg Tév Oedv 614 TAV Ponbderav AvTOD €ig¢ TAV
aneAevdépwolv kai gvotnta tod Povpavikod Aaod €ig &v €06vog 0pB6doEov, emi
€E€0pag Evumiov 10D KaBedpikod vaod &ém’ ovopatt thg Aylag Tplrdadog €ig TAv
vrnaiBpov vmd tév HAtov kai MO Bepuokpaciav £E BabBuoLE MO té undév, Wote Td
6dktvAa va mapovoidlovv duvokauyiav, mapovcoiq TG mpirykimioong kai &Bpdov
AooD.

Eic 16 téAog tg AogoAoyiag wuiAnoev 6 NMatpidpxng Pouvpaviag dyyAroti:

“Let us defend and cultivate national freedom and unity as expressions of the
dignity of the Romanian people”

The Great Union in Alba Iulia, since which we celebrate 100 years today, on
DECEMBER 1, 2018, is the celebration of freedom, unity and dignity of the
Romanian people, gained through many sacrifices and sufferings.

The War of Romanian Unification (1916-1919), as Romanians have called their
participation in the First World War (1914-1918), aimed to unify all
Romanians into one national state, “following centuries of sufferings endured
in a Christian manner” with faith, patience, and hope.

The achievement of national unity on DECEMBER 1, 1918, was also possible with
the contribution of the Romanian Orthodox Church, which supported the Great
Union of all Romanians. The Church was together with the people in every
effort to cultivate national consciousness and to affirm the wish of national
unity, in all Romanian provinces, but particularly in Transylvania,
Bessarabia, and Bukovina.

Through prayer, through speech, by printed books, with the personal presence
and the concrete action of its servants, the Church was active in the
unification process, involved in the achievement of this ideal through
learned hierarchs, patriotic priests and deacons, theology professors and
students with oratory, persuasion and mobilization skills, but also through
monastics who have taken care of the wounded soldiers, in monasteries and
parishes that organized money and food collections, all of them together
morally encouraging and materially helping the Romanian fighters for national
freedom and unity.

During the 1916-1918 Unification War, more than 250 Romanian Orthodox priests
accompanied the troops of the Romanian army on the battlefields as military
confessors. Some of them died on the front, others were taken prisoners and
deported. Over 200 monks and nuns worked as nurses in various campaign
hospitals or on the front, some dying on duty because of typhus exanthema.


https://jerusalem-patriarchate.info/%cf%84%cf%81%ce%b9%cf%84%ce%b7-%ce%b7%ce%bc%ce%b5%cf%81%ce%b1-%cf%84%ce%b7%cf%83-%ce%b5%cf%80%ce%b9%cf%83%ce%ba%ce%b5%cf%88%ce%b5%cf%89%cf%83-%cf%84%ce%bf%cf%85-%ce%bc%ce%b1%ce%ba%ce%b1%cf%81%ce%b9/
https://jerusalem-patriarchate.info/%cf%84%cf%81%ce%b9%cf%84%ce%b7-%ce%b7%ce%bc%ce%b5%cf%81%ce%b1-%cf%84%ce%b7%cf%83-%ce%b5%cf%80%ce%b9%cf%83%ce%ba%ce%b5%cf%88%ce%b5%cf%89%cf%83-%cf%84%ce%bf%cf%85-%ce%bc%ce%b1%ce%ba%ce%b1%cf%81%ce%b9/
https://jerusalem-patriarchate.info/%cf%84%cf%81%ce%b9%cf%84%ce%b7-%ce%b7%ce%bc%ce%b5%cf%81%ce%b1-%cf%84%ce%b7%cf%83-%ce%b5%cf%80%ce%b9%cf%83%ce%ba%ce%b5%cf%88%ce%b5%cf%89%cf%83-%cf%84%ce%bf%cf%85-%ce%bc%ce%b1%ce%ba%ce%b1%cf%81%ce%b9/

Hundreds of priests were investigated, robbed or expelled from their parishes
by the enemy, others died after being shot in the territories occupied by
German troops. In Transylvania, over 150 priests were thrown into the
Hungarian prisons, some of them being sentenced to death or years of
imprisonment. More than 200 priests were deported to Western Hungary, in
Sopron County, where they lived in inhumane conditions until their release in
1919 by Romanian troops (Ref. Rev. Prof. Mircea Pacurariu, History of the
Romanian Orthodox Church, 3rd ed. In Romanian: Basilica Publishing House,
Bucharest 2013, pp. 471-473).

Regarding the Great Union in Alba Iulia, on DECEMBER 1, 1918, the 1228
official delegates in the Constituent National Assembly included many Church
servants. The two Romanian Churches in Transylvania (the Orthodox and the
Greek- Catholic Churches) were represented in Alba Iulia by five bishops,
four vicars, ten delegates of the Orthodox consistories (diocesan councils)
and Greek-Catholic collegiate chapter, 129 deans, one representative of
theological-pedagogical institutes, and two representatives of the students
of theology, adding many other priests who came leading their believers to
seal the century-long desire of the Romanian ancestors to live in one country
without oppression.

Church servants were elected in the Great Council of the Romanian nation, as
well as in the Conducting Council, while the Romanian Orthodox bishop
Carasnebes, Miron Cristea, who later became a Primate Metropolitan (1919),
and then the Patriarch of Greater Romania (1925), as well as the Greek-
Catholic Bishop of Gherla, Iuliu Hossu, were elected as members of the four-
person delegation who presented the Union Act to King Ferdinand in Bucharest.

Now, celebrating the 100th anniversary of the Great Union of December 1,
1918, we want to pay homage of gratitude to all those who contributed to the
achievement of the greatest ideal of our history.

As an act of commemoration of the 1918 Great Union founders, on this
Centennial anniversary, on NOVEMBER 25, together with His Holiness
Bartholomew, Archbishop of Constantinople and Ecumenical Patriarch, and the
hierarchs of the Holy Synod of the Romanian Orthodox Church, we consecrated
the Romanian People’s Salvation Cathedral or the National Cathedral in
Bucharest, a symbol of Romanian spirituality and unity, which draws together
the love for God of a Christian, sacrificial, and generous nation and the
gratitude we permanently owe to the National Heroes.

We are all called to keep and cultivate the gift of national freedom and
unity as a symbol of the dignity of the Romanian people, acquired with many
human sacrifices and many spiritual and material efforts!

For all the benefactors of the Great Union, we thank today the Most Holy
Trinity, the Protector of the Coronation Cathedral in Alba Iulia, and we
gratefully remember all Romanian heroes who sacrificed themselves for the
freedom, unity and dignity of the Romanian people.

Today, all Romanian citizens have the duty to keep and cultivate not only the
gift of freedom, but also the gift of national unity, as a symbol of the



dignity of the Romanian people, in dialogue and cooperation with all peoples
of the world.

Many and blessed years, Romania!
+ DANIEL
Patriarch of the Romanian Orthodox Church

Apa T AogoAoyiqg EAaBe ywpav £ic¢ mAnoldxwpov ktiptov tod Mouvoeiov
avanopdotoolG ToD yeEYOovOTOC TAC MPOCEAEVOEWG THV 1220 AvTMPOCWNWY, THV
EABOVTWY €K TR TpavouABaviag, BeooapaBiag kai MmovkoBivng kai vmoypoaydviwv
tAv €vwolv. H dvanapdotacic €yéveto LMO mpoownwv &vdeduvuévwy Tdg €vduuaciag
¢ énoxfc thAg vmnoypagAc TtAC ovuewviag, miAovg, @pdvko, Kol €BV1KAG
gvbupaoiag TG ofUEpPOV VMO TMPOCWNWY KPATOUVTIWY OAAMlYyaG PAKOUG 600 PETPWY,
opoiwv €keivwv d1d TV Omoiwv €cdAmicav 16 1918 kol EkdAscov 614 mOAepov
To0¢ otpatintac kai €ig &€vétnta tév Povpavikdév Aadv. Evtadba €yévovto kail td
AMOKAALTITAP LA TPV TMAAKOY HE TE dvopaTa TV CUVEABOVTWY O1d TAV Evwolv.
‘HKkoAoUBnoe mMopakoAoUOBNO1G TAPEAACEWC OMADBWY AXTKOY €vBedLPEVWY PE EvdluaTa
¢ €mnoxfc tod 1918 kai Tpayovdiopa €vOOVLO1AOTIKAV TMOAEUIKAY EuBatnpiwv kKai
ayltacpdéc vmé tod Matpidpyxov Povpaviag tod vynAotdtov otavpoeldodC pvnueiov
TWv meodévtwy Té6 1918 Kol pvnudéouvvov LMEP AvaMaUCEWG aVTHY.

TAv upeonuBpioav mepetédn MO tod Apyremiokdmov Alba Julia k. Eipnvaiov yedua.

Té andyevpa thg 16{ag AuEpac EAaBe ywpav vmodoxh Tob Mpoébpov Thg¢ Pouvpaviag
K. Werner Johannes €i¢ tAv mAateiav 10D KaBedpikoD Naod tfic Alba Julia.

Ek th¢ 6€ccwg tavtng 60 MNMpdedpog kail ol ovvepydtatr avtod kai ol Makoplwtatotl
Natpidpyatl petéBnoav kai mdAlv €i¢ td otavpoeldEC pvnueiov, cVUYBoAov TAC
elevBepiag kai €votntog tod PouvpavikoD Aaod kol O Mpdedpog petd tod Anudpyov
Ekoyav TAV KOpOEAAAY H1d TO Avolyua EMIOKEYEWG aLTOD.

Ev ovvexeilq €i¢ tAV mAateiav 10D KEVTPOL TAG MOAEwG €vwmiov ToD Mpoédpov TG
XWpag, AAAWY EmMioAuwY, THV Mokoplwtdtwv Kai AaoBaAdoong mpwto@avodc £1i¢ TAC
0600¢ kail 61660vc kail €EWoTac THV MOALKATOLKIAY EAaBe yWpav €v cvvodeiq
@LAaPHOVIKAG MovolKACG yopwdiag &€v yapd kai &mevenuioic tod AaoDd, mapEéAaclg
MapaATETAYUEVWY Ouddwy otpatod, apudtwv pdyng, MupooBectikic, MupoBoAikod,
EAlkontépwy, Agpomopiag kol MOAADY GAAwWV ovyxpovwyv OmMAwWv Audvng Ttob
Pouvpavikod Aaodl.

EnnkoAovOnoe deimvov moapatebEv VMO ToD Apytlemiokdmov Alba Julia k. Eipnvatiov,
dvaywpnoilc 0061ki¢ 61d Sibiu, &@1&1¢ €ig¢ Boukoupéotiov AepoOmMOPlKIG, AvaXWPNO1G
ané tob depodpouiov Bouvkouvpeotiov H1d thv Agpoypaupidv ThAG EA-AA, mpooyeiwolg
oLV 0e®d dogaAic eic TEA-ABIB kal G@i1&rig €ig¢ td TepoodAvua Td Yapduata TAC
Kuptlakfig, 2a¢ AskepBpiov 2018. AdEa th Oe® MAvTwv EVEKEV.

Ek TG Apxlypappateiag.



