H EOPTH THX ANAAHYEQX EIZ TO
NMATPIAPXEION

TAv Népmtnv, 28" Maiov /10™ Touvviov 2021, £wptdodn Oné tod MNatprapxeiov A
Asomnotik €0ptA THG AVOAAYEWG.

Kat’ avtAv | EkkAnoia dvapipvioketat €v eovyapilotiq kai yapuoAvmp, O6ti O
Koplroc¢ Audv Inoolc Xp1otdg petd TtAV Avdotaciv Kol HETA TMOAAAG Eugavicerg €1ic
TOUC padntdg kol AmootdAovg AveAnedn &v 66&n €i¢ ToUC ovpavovLC kKail €kdBioev
¢k 6e€1v tod Natpdg tAV mMpooAnebsicav A&vBpwrnivnv @UOV APV BewWoag avTAv,
Kol JEAAWYV TAA1Y €pyecBatl kpival Cwvtag kail vekpolg.

Ynoé tA¢ EkkAnciag¢ thv TepocoAVuwv | €opth avTH Ewptdodn €m’ avtod ToD TOMOUL
¢ AvaAnyewg, €ni tod Opouvg Thv EAcl®v 61’ Eomepivod &p’ comépag
npoe&dpyovtoc 1o XeBaocpiwtdtov Apylemiokémnov MaddBwv kK. ApiloTtoBovAov,
OUVAAELTOUPYOUVTWY Ayl10To@l1Tiv Iepopovdywv kol ApaBdowvwv MpecButépwy,
YOAAGVTWY TRV podntdv thG Matplapyikic ZXoAAG Ziwv Umé tov K. BaciAgiov
FkotodémovAov dprlotepd kai Tdv yaAtdv tod Ayiov TakwBov toD AdeA@obBEov VMO TOV
K. Piuév Kduap 06€€1d kail petex6viwv T€poGOALULTHV TLOTHV.

Metd tév Eomepivév, E€AaBe xwpav Artaveia €i¢ tAv MovAv Thv MoAtAaiwv Avdpiv,
€vBa kol nOAGynoev 0 Makaplwtoatog, Wv €kel katd T £60C.

Metd toDto i Attaveia énéotpeyev €i¢ to NMpookvvnua 61d TRV dmoteAsiwolv ThAC
AkoAovBiac toD MeydAov Amnodeimvov.

TAv mpwiav TAC KLplwWVOHOL Auépac TAC €opThc mpoonvéxdn f dvaipaktog Ouoia,
npoegdpyxovto¢ mMAA1Y ToD ZePaopiwtdtov Apylemiokomov MaddBwv K. ApiotoBovAov,
OVAAELTOVPYOUVTWY TEV ApxXlpovdpitdv m. KaAA{iotov, m. Atovvoiov kai .
Itepdvov, Thv Tepodlakdvwv m. EVAoyiov kai m. Zvyewv, ApaBowvwv Kol
Pwoopuvwy Tepéwv kail Tepouyovdywv, YaAAOvTwvy TV YoAtiv tod Eomepivod kai
HeTEXOVTWY 1KavoD &p1Buod miotddv, mapovoiq tod MevikoDd Mpo&évov thg EAAGDOG
elg 1d TepoodAvua K. EVayyéAov BAlwpa.

Avopkovong thg Beiag Aettovpylag mpooiABev 1 A.0.M. 6 MatAp AUV Kot
Natp1dpxng I€pocoAVUWY K.K. O€O@PLAOG PETA TOV Zuvodikdv Matépwv d14
npookvvnolv, Hed’ Hv éneokéedn €i¢ td mapakeiuyevov Tépevoc TV MOLGOVLAPAGVOV
Tudunv 61& Adyouvg KoAfG yeltvidoewg kai &meita tév Movayxdév AxiAAeiov €ig Tdv
g€vavtl tod MpookvvAuatog Iepdv Nadv ThAc AvaAfyewc kai tAV PwoikAv MovAv
AvaAfyewg, €vBa kal mpocegwvnoe tév Mpoiotduevov TAG Movic Apyipavdpitnv
Pwpavév, 614 th¢ KdTtwdl TMPooPwvoewg dyyAloti:

“Your Eminences,
Your Graces,
Dear Father Romanos,

Respected Clergy,


https://jerusalem-patriarchate.info/%ce%b7-%ce%b5%ce%bf%cf%81%cf%84%ce%b7-%cf%84%ce%b7%cf%83-%ce%b1%ce%bd%ce%b1%ce%bb%ce%b7%cf%88%ce%b5%cf%89%cf%83-%ce%b5%ce%b9%cf%83-%cf%84%ce%bf-%cf%80%ce%b1%cf%84%cf%81%ce%b9%ce%b1%cf%81%cf%87%ce%b5-7/
https://jerusalem-patriarchate.info/%ce%b7-%ce%b5%ce%bf%cf%81%cf%84%ce%b7-%cf%84%ce%b7%cf%83-%ce%b1%ce%bd%ce%b1%ce%bb%ce%b7%cf%88%ce%b5%cf%89%cf%83-%ce%b5%ce%b9%cf%83-%cf%84%ce%bf-%cf%80%ce%b1%cf%84%cf%81%ce%b9%ce%b1%cf%81%cf%87%ce%b5-7/

Beloved Monastics,
Sisters and Brothers,

On this glorious Feast of the Ascension, which is the seal of the
resurrection, we join in the words of the ancient hymn:

0 Christ our God,

upon fulfilling your dispensation for our sake,

you ascended in glory, uniting the earthly with the heavenly.
You were never separate but remained inseparable,

and cried out to those who love you,

“I am with you and no one is against you.”

Here we understand the profound meaning of the Ascension, that, though our
Lord Jesus Christ has gone to the Father to prepare a place for us, even so,
we are still intimately connected with Him. As the hymn says so clearly, we
are inseparable.

This unbreakable relationship with our Lord Jesus Christ, which finds its
greatest expression in this life in the celebration of the Divine Liturgy, 1is
the assurance of our final deification. This is the goal of every Christian,
and this goal of complete union with God must be the daily focus of our
spiritual lives. And this assurance is also our strength and consolation in
times of suffering and difficulty.

Last year at this feast, we were not able to be with you. But this year our
joy 1is full in our ability to be in this holy place on this day. And so we
are reminded forcefully that the Holy Places, which the Divine Providence has
placed under the guardianship and protection of the Patriarchate of Jerusalem
are not just archaeological curiosities; on the contrary, they are living
witnesses to our sacred history and are places of prayer, worship, and most
especially places where were celebrate the Divine Eucharist.

It is in this action of the Divine Liturgy that the Mother Church of
Jerusalem gathers all Orthodox faithful in the embrace of the true Orthodox
ecumenical spirit. We are glad today to have with us the representatives from
Orthodox national Churches, so that we may show to the world our united
Orthodox faith and witness. This is a powerful visible sign of our unity,
which is a precious gift that must be nurtured and sustained by all.

And yet, it is further the case that we have the responsibility to ensure
that the Holy Places are open to all people of goodwill without distinction,
for the true Orthodox ecumenical spirit welcomes all, so that all may know
the spiritual refreshment of those places that are signs of the divine-human
encounter. In this way, the Patriarchate guarantees the Christian character
of Jerusalem and the Holy Land.



We rejoice, therefore, on this great feast, and we pray that our crucified,
risen, and ascended Lord Jesus may enlighten our hearts and strengthen us in
our mission.

Amen.”

Ei¢ abtév énédwoev eikdva-mnivaka thH¢ TepovoaAfu kol EAaBe map’ adtod eikdva
ti¢ Ocotdkov, AKOAOVBWC O€ €meoképOn TAV MovAv TV MaAtAaiwv Avdphv, €v n o
Ayovuevog ynpaldg Apyiupavdpitng m. AvOiuog mopébeoe MPOYEVUA UETA YAAQAKTOC
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