AHANQZIZ> TOY MAKAPIQTATOY MATPIAPXOY
TEPOZOAYMON ATA THN EKKAHZIAN THz
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TAv Tetdptnv, 25nv Touvviov/ 8" TouvAiov 2020, f A.0.M. 6 NMatAp AuKY Kail
Natpidpyng TepocoAVUWY K.K. Ogd@ilAo¢ mpoéPn €i¢ TAV KATWO1 BAAWGLY Umép
dlratnpnoewg tod Kabeotwtog TG EkkAnoiag thAg Ayilag Zogiag dyyAiloti:

Statement of His Beatitude Patriarch Theophilos III
on the Status of the Hagia Sophia Shrine

It is with utmost seriousness that We express Our concern over recent calls
from members of the Turkish government to alter the current status of the
Hagia Sophia from a museum to a mosque.

This magnificent Byzantine Church structure, which captivates the world until
today, has a history stretching even farther back into Christendom than the
6" century. Over the course of generations, the region and its people have
passed through challenging times that have left painful memories. However, it
has been to Turkey’s credit that for nearly 100 years it has administered the
Hagia Sophia as a museum in order to maintain an extent of neutrality over
the site. Subsequently, people from all over the world and from every
background are able to enjoy its spiritual, architectural, and historical
splendor.

Furthermore, museum status, i.e. indiscriminate accessibility, to Hagia
Sophia has bore fruit where there otherwise could have been further
contention. Hagia Sophia today remains a symbol of tolerance. Some may find
spiritual refreshment within its boundaries, others may be inspired by its
testament to human accomplishment, and others may view it through individual
prisms of meaning. However, this array of outcomes does the best possible
justice to the site, which without question was always intended to inspire
awe and to glorify Almighty God.

As stewards of sacred heritage in Jerusalem and the Holy Land, for nearly
2,000 uninterrupted years, in a land over which three Abrahamic faiths lay
equal claim, We strongly attest to the fact that accessibility promotes peace
and mutual respect, whereas attitudes of exclusivity promote conflict and
bitterness. We hope and pray, for the benefit of all people of good will, and
for Turkey as a nation with the potential to influence our entire region down
a path of growth and mutual co-existence, that the present status of the
Hagia Sophia is respected and preserved.

THEOPHILOS III

PATRIARCH OF JERUSALEM


https://jerusalem-patriarchate.info/%ce%b4%ce%b7%ce%bb%cf%89%cf%83%ce%b9%cf%83-%cf%84%ce%bf%cf%85-%ce%bc%ce%b1%ce%ba%ce%b1%cf%81%ce%b9%cf%89%cf%84%ce%b1%cf%84%ce%bf%cf%85-%cf%80%ce%b1%cf%84%cf%81%ce%b9%ce%b1%cf%81%cf%87%ce%bf%cf%85/
https://jerusalem-patriarchate.info/%ce%b4%ce%b7%ce%bb%cf%89%cf%83%ce%b9%cf%83-%cf%84%ce%bf%cf%85-%ce%bc%ce%b1%ce%ba%ce%b1%cf%81%ce%b9%cf%89%cf%84%ce%b1%cf%84%ce%bf%cf%85-%cf%80%ce%b1%cf%84%cf%81%ce%b9%ce%b1%cf%81%cf%87%ce%bf%cf%85/
https://jerusalem-patriarchate.info/%ce%b4%ce%b7%ce%bb%cf%89%cf%83%ce%b9%cf%83-%cf%84%ce%bf%cf%85-%ce%bc%ce%b1%ce%ba%ce%b1%cf%81%ce%b9%cf%89%cf%84%ce%b1%cf%84%ce%bf%cf%85-%cf%80%ce%b1%cf%84%cf%81%ce%b9%ce%b1%cf%81%cf%87%ce%bf%cf%85/

H 8AAwolg abtn vnoypoauuiletr 1draitépwg EAANVIoTi 8Tl “Hueic wg
gunemiotevuévol kAnpovouiav émi 600 X1A1ddag €tn &drakémTwg €ig¢ TepovcaAiu
kai tAv Ayiav v, €ic¢ tAv omoiav al tpeic MovoBeiotikal Bpnokeiatl d&vdyouv
AV dpxAvV avtiv €i¢ Tév NMatpidpynv ABpadu kai €yovv {oag &fiwoetrg,
EMLUOPTUPODUEY TO YeEYOVOC 0Tl | mpooBaciudtng mpodyetl TtV €ipAvny kKol TOV
duoi1paiov ceBaACOV, €V § f AMOKAELGTIKOTNG mMpodyel THV €p1da kai TAY mikpiav.

Npocegvyoueba 61d 16 6peAoc OAwv THV AvBpWNMWY KaAfc BeANcewg kail d1d TAV
Tovpkiav wg €Bvog pE TAV duvatdTnTa vd €mnpedon OAGKANPov TAV MEPLPEPELAV
AUEY TPog TtAV 0060V TAC avE&foewg kol TAC duolBaiag ovvundpEewg 61d Tod
oefaopod katl thg dlratnproewg ToD Emikpatobvtog kabBeotdtog TG Ayilag Zoglag.

Ek TG Apxlypappateiag



